
Read the Guidance. We provide an explanation of exactly how you should be approaching each
section of the application form.

Get evidence. Our grant assessment is heavily weighted on how well you can evidence
community demand for your project. If you can’t provide adequate data here, we don’t
recommend applying yet.

A strong response might include:
A brief outline of the community, the demographic being targeted and why they require
support.

A survey of the community with questions and responses that outline why the project or
intervention is being proposed, that it is supported by the community, and that it
addresses a community issue. Make sure you include how many people took part in the
survey, or the data won’t be considered usable.

Two or three very short testimonials from significant figures in the community (e.g.
business owners, voluntary groups, or service users) stating why they support the project.

Make sure your risks and activities are well thought through. Ensure they relate to the project
you are describing in your application. 

Consider if you are ready to apply. Our programme is extremely oversubscribed, if you think you
could gather more information, we recommend waiting and applying at a later date. We know it
takes time to complete funding applications, so we want you to be in the strongest position
possible when you do so.

Speak to the team. If you are unsure if your project is eligible, or you’re wondering whether a
particular section of your application could be better, complete the form on our website to speak
to one of the team

Top tips for writing your application

Supporting Rural Communities 

Best Services

Successful projects from 2022

Bampton Valley Community Pub
Limited, Cumbria

Project What we liked about it

Addressing rural isolation and service
provision by refurbishing The Mardale
Inn for community use.  

The drive and leadership for this project came directly
from a volunteer group made up of community
members. They demonstrated strong demand for the
project from the local community, which was clearly
outlined in the evidence section of the application. 

https://www.princescountrysidefund.org.uk/how-we-help/rural-communities/supporting-rural-communities/


Black Mountains College, Powys This organisation outlined how it is responding to
current and emergent need, while providing a scalable
initiative. They consulted local people and businesses to
come up with ideas for their courses. They also outlined
a wide range of additional benefits that would occur, as
indirect outcomes of the work they were doing in the
local community.

Delivering community focused
vocational training and short courses. 

Best Services

Burnturk and Kettlehill Community
Trust, Fife

Extending the community hall to create
inclusive and accessible facilities.   

This project demonstrated stability and forward thinking
on behalf of the village hall. They outlined how important
this community asset is and made a demonstrable
effort to consult local residents for their approval and
input by conducting a survey of the community.

Best Services

Carloway Community Association,
Western Isles
Employing a shop manager to run the
new community shop.

This is a remote community who did a significant
amount of consultation with the local population. They
explained clearly why having a shop was important to
them, why a paid position was required, and how they
intended to fund it long-term.

Positive Community Action CIC, Wiltshire

Using a renovated community bus as a
community hub.

This organisation is a result of a community coming
together during the pandemic to care for one another.
The community leadership was clear and we liked the
idea of using an old double decker bus as a community
hub. They made sure to get in touch before applying to
ensure they applied for the right things. 

Colintraive & Glendaruel Development
Trust, Argyll & Bute

We liked the leadership from this organisation, who
clearly showed why this intervention was needed. They
demonstrated an innovative approach to a common
rural issue that could be replicated in other areas. They
showed how the initiative was sustainable long-term
through strong business planning.

Creating a community vending machine
and markets to increase access to food. 

Visit our website

https://www.princescountrysidefund.org.uk/how-we-help/rural-communities/supporting-rural-communities/

