
Fundraising 
 Pack



About us
Established in July 2010 by our Patron HRH The Prince of Wales, 
The Prince’s Countryside Fund exists to improve the prospects of 
family farm businesses and the quality of rural life. We are a small, 
practical, hands on charity, who aim to support projects that drive 
economic vibrancy in the countryside, in turn securing a confident 
and sustainable agricultural and rural community for the future.  

Our key charitable objectives are:  
• To improve the prospects of viability for family farm businesses  
• To support aid delivery in emergencies and build resilience  
• To sustain rural communities and drive economic vibrancy  

Our flagship initiative, The Prince’s Farm Resilience Programme, 
provides free business skills training to farms through a series  
of interactive workshops and bespoke one-to-one sessions.  
Since it was established in 2016, the programme has grown  
in size, strength and reputation, with over 950 family farms  
having taken part.

We seek to create a thriving rural economy through our grant-
making programme, and to date have distributed over £9  
million to more than 250 projects. We distribute grants to local, 
grassroots organisations and fund a diverse range of projects,  
from community run pubs and shops, to transport schemes and  
digital support for rural businesses.  

We also play a crucial role in responding to countryside crises, 
providing emergency funding when the need arises, and we 
commission research into areas of knowledge deficit. This  
research feeds back into our grant making as it enables us  
to channel aid to support those most in need.

What’s inside? 
The people we help
Fundraising ideas and tips
Fundraising advice and guidance
How we can help
Ways to donate

To find out more about the work of the Fund and our beneficiaries 
visit www.princescountrysidefund.org.uk 
 



THE PRINCE’S FARM  
RESILIENCE PROGRAMME
The Prince’s Farm Resilience  
Programme sees family farms  
take place in over 90 business  
skills workshops across the UK  
each year, helping farmers to  
make the most of their business  
and prepare for the future. 

The Poads 

Maria and Stephen Poad took part in The 
Prince’s Farm Resilience Programme in 
2018/19. They run a herd of 190 dairy cows 
in Cornwall with their son Ben, and say 
that their participation in The Prince’s Farm 
Resilience Programme has made the crucial 
difference between giving up on Furslow 
Farm and sticking at it: 

“Without any doubt it has united us as 
a family and given us and our farm the 
direction it’s needed. We’re in a stronger 
financial situation for having done it. I firmly 
believe we wouldn’t still be here if it wasn’t 
for The Prince’s Farm Resilience Programme 
– our backs were against the wall.” 

The people we help



The Hughes
Anwen and Rhodri are sheep farmers in deepest South West Wales near 
Llanarth. They joined The Prince’s Farm Resilience Programme because 
they wanted to take on cows but were nervous about the change. 

Asked about the programme, they said: “We’ve suffered a lot of doubt 
about our sheep enterprise. The Business Health Check Tool taught us not 
to be afraid of the change required to change our business. Not one farm 
being the same we could all learn something from eachother, and we did” 

The Harrisons 

Patrick and Abby run a beef and sheep farm in Cairngorms National 
Park in Scotland. The family joined The Prince’s Farm Resilience 
Programme to get advice on where to take the farm in the future, as 
well as learn how to make their small farm shop a viable part of the 
business. 

Since being a part of the programme, the Harrison’s feel more 
confident about where to take the shop going forward. They are now 
stocking local produce, which in turn supports other rural businesses. 

Patrick explained: “I really liked the structure of the programme, 
and it really helped us apply the theory into practice – it was 
straightforward. The biggest benefit is that it makes you think about 
your business and on a longer-term view…it’s problematic in farming 
that you’re always busy on the day to day activities of running the 
farm, stepping back physically and mentally. It’s brilliant for that”. 

“It has been most useful to motivate us in the right direction for  
the future”. 

The people we help



The people we help

GRANTS PROGRAMME
The Fund has run a grant-making programme since 2010, 
helping people living and working in rural communities all 
across the UK to thrive. 

Scottish Crofting Federation
The Scottish Crofting Federation is the sole organisation campaigning 
for the future of crofting – a type of small-scale food production. The 
federation, through a grant from The Prince’s Countryside Fund, delivers 
training sessions and visits for crofters, providing advice and support in 
the ways they can diversify or add value to their business. 

Eve is a crofter, slaughter woman and butcher who looked to the 
federation for help on diversifying her business. She attended a course 
made possible by a grant from the Fund, which she said was “useful 
and informative”, and has encouraged her to pursue a side-line business 
producing charcuterie products.

Yorkshire Moors Agricultural Apprenticeship Scheme 
The Fund supports training programmes across the country to 
ensure young people can access a rural career. The Yorkshire Moors 
Agricultural Apprenticeship Scheme helps young people through an 
18-month course, which includes a placement on the farm, to achieve  
a Level 2 diploma. 

Apprentice Rachel explains: “Going to college helps me learn new  
skills, and now I have certificates for spraying which will help me  
advance my career.” 
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Exmoor Women in Farming Group
Women make up less than a third of the farming community in the UK, 
and a scheme run by the Exmoor Hill Farm Network, funded by The 
Prince’s Countryside Fund, is working to change this. 

The Exmoor Women in Farming Group has organised events, workshops 
and trips across the UK to help share knowledge and improve the social 
opportunities for women off the farm. 

Catherine, a member of the group, says: “The group is a lifeline for 
women farming. It’s a really good avenue for learning, and for the social 
side of things.”

Great Paxton Community Shop 
The Fund support community shops and pubs which are at the heart 
of the community. In Great Paxton, Cambridgeshire, residents lost 
their only shop, and came together to create a community run village 
shop. With a grant from The Prince’s Countryside Fund, thanks to 
Players of People’s Postcode Lottery, the shop has become a hub for 
the community, with a café and volunteering scheme. 

Terry is 89 years young and volunteers in the shop for  
12 hours a week. After losing his wife last year he says the 
opportunity has helped “relieve loneliness”, and that “you  
are never too old to volunteer”.



Fundraising Ideas
Almost any event can work well as a charity fundraiser, but here 
are a few of our favourite suggestions:

Organise a walk in the countryside

Host a BBQ or picnic

Organise a coffee morning at work

Get sponsored to complete a challenge

Arrange a  church collection

Hold an open farm day

Host a fundraising dinner with products  
sourced from local farms and producers

Organise a clay shoot

Host a race night

Run a pub quiz We love to hear from you about your fundraising ideas so please 
do not hesitate to get in touch with us (even if it’s only in the very 
early stages of an idea!)

Once you have decided on an event please do let us know about 
it – get in touch by email to info@countrysidefund.org.uk

Things we’d like to know include:

• What you have planned

• When it is happening

• Where it is happening

• Who has been invited

• Will the media be promoting it (we can help with this too)

Don’t forget to send us photos from the event and promote it  
on social media.



Fundraising Guidelines 
There are a few practicalities to bear in mind when organising  
a fundraising event. These are all outlined in the official Code  
of Fundraising www.institute-of-fundraising.org.uk/guidance/code-of-
fundraising-practice/

Here are some of the main points outlined below:

Children at your event 
Children need permission to take part in an event from a parent or 
guardian. For guidance on adults supervising children please see the 
Government’s Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) information.

Collecting money 
Collecting money in a public place or door to door requires a license. 
On private land you just need permission from the land owner. Always 
take care when handling money and keep it secure at your event.

First Aid 
It is possible to ask St. Johns Ambulance to attend your event to 
cover any first aid that is needed. Things to consider are who will be 
attending, where the venue is and what first aid facilities it has. It is also 
worth carrying out a risk assessment for your event (see below).

Food hygiene 
The Food Standards Agency provides guidelines for preparing, 
handling and cooking food. If you are using a caterer you need to 
make sure they have a Food Hygiene Certificate and Public Liability 
Insurance. 

Insurance 
If your event involves the public you will need to have Public Liability 
Insurance. Some venues will already have their own insurance to cover 
your event. 

Licenses 
Please check with your local authority if your event requires a license. 
Below are some things which do:

• alcohol or entertainment, including recorded music
• holding a raffle, lottery or auction
• doing a public money collection 
• putting up banners or signs in public areas.

Risk assessment 
Please consider the following factors when compiling your risk 
assessment:

• scale, type and scope of the event 

• type and size of audience

• location

• duration of the event

• time of day and year the event will be held.

Suppliers or contractors 
If you use external suppliers for equipment or services at your 
event, ask to see a copy of their Public Liability Insurance and risk 
assessment. 



How We Can Help
Profiling your event in the local press
We are very happy to provide template press releases, and comments 
to include in these, for you to promote your event through local media.

Merchandise we can send you
Collection buckets

Stickers

Leaflets

Social media
facebook.com/countrysidefund

twitter.com/countrysidefund

instagram.com/countrysidefund

Ways to Donate 

Donate online through our Virgin Giving charity page or set up  
your own Virgin Giving page so friends and family can sponsor you! 
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/giving/ 

Text PCF3 to 70300 to donate £3

Visit your local Post Office to make  
a donation to us over the counter.

Send a cheque made out to  
‘The Prince’s Countryside Fund’ to  
137 Shepherdess Walk, London N1 7RQ

Please do also email, call or write to us to let us know about your 
donation, this not only allows us to keep track of our finances but 
means we can thank you.

If you are making an individual donation to the Fund please visit our 
website to download a Gift Aid form. Please fill this in and send it 
back to us if you are making an individual donation to the Fund and 
you are a UK taxpayer as we will be able to claim back the VAT from 
your donation.

Contact us
Rebecca Hadaway, Fundraising Officer
email info@countrysidefund.org.uk   
tel 020 7566 8797 or 07990 385983
The Prince’s Countryside Fund, 137 Shepherdess Walk, London N1 7RQ
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The Prince’s Countryside Fund is a registered charity in England and Wales (1136077) and Scotland (SC048055)   
and a registered company (07240359). Registered office: 137 Shepherdess Walk, London, N1 7RQ
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